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Whats up Siblings. Today’s newsletter will focus on our interview process, tax
measure support, a country that sees unions on the rise and I will comment on my
recent trip to the AFL-CIO Conference. In the next several weeks the members of
the CLC, Building Trades and other organization leaders will come together to
interview prospective candidates for Council and School Board seats. Coming off a
successful primary election, where our endorsed candidates, Wanda Williams in
Solano and Joelle Gallagher and Anne Cottrell in Napa County all advanced to the
General Election, our Leaders will come together under United Workers for Local
Government, a coalition that originated in 2001 and meets monthly to this day, and
will assemble for several full days to hear from those candidates seeking
endorsements. We are conducting early endorsement interviews for elected officials
we have endorsed in every race for the seat they are running for, to determine if they
deserve the support of working people again. In August we will begin the grueling
process of interviewing candidates that we have not yet supported and will come
together to identify a Labor Slate which we will get behind and help labor friendly
Siblings get elected. We will also be looking into the various Tax and Bond
measures that will be on the ballots in Napa and Solano Counties.

We will also see a positive indication that union membership is on the rise as young
people across the Country are standing up to demand the right to organize,
collectively bargain and toil in a workplace that treats them with dignity and respect,
with pay and benefits that will allow them to retire in the same manner! Pretty
simple right? Businesses who were thought to be forever anti-worker are now seeing
their workforces demand the core rights we feel every worker should enjoy.
 
I recently attended the AFL-CIO Convention in Philadelphia, PA where Labor
Leaders came together for the first time since COVID-19 to elect our new leadership
after the tragic passing of President Trumka. We also heard many exciting speakers
including President Joe Biden and Stacy Abrahms, and also conducted the business
of the convention, passing resolutions meant to bring Labor together. These
including two that resonated with me personally. The body passed resolutions to give
more support to Central Labor Councils and State Federations, allowing us to better
organize and mobilize to support worker issues. They also pledged to provide
resources and energy in support of organizing Young Workers to carry the
movement forward. Take a look at our web site to get the full convention report.

Have a great week!

Jon Riley
Executive Director
Napa/Solano CLC

707-373-5250 
www.napasolanoclc.org
One Vision One Voice

Working People Standing Together
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Early Endorsements
Tuesday, July 12th

and
Monday, July 18th

 
to be ratified at the
NSCLC meeting on 

July 20th.
 
 

General Election
Endorsements

Monday, August 1st
through

Tuesday, August 16th
 

to be ratified at the
NSCLC meeting on

August 17th.

As we approach the 2022 General Election, we are
now preparing for our biggest and most advanced
effort yet to fight for labor champions in both Solano
and Napa Counties. These efforts will include the
usual series of candidate interviews followed by Field
Operations to reach union voters and the broader
public. 

As we strategize and prepare for the General Election,
we have scheduled a series of dates for endorsements.
Please note the dates that candidate interviews are
planned to the right - exact times and locations to be
determined. These interviews are critical for bringing
together the broader labor movement and wide range
of issues impacting our workers across sectors and all
walks of life. Please note that there will also be
multiple tax and bond measures that will be under
consideration by this Council. These measures include
critical investments in services, jobs, and
infrastructure, and must be explored and considered
by the local labor movement. 

This Election presents us with the opportunity to
establish pro-worker majorities in both Counties,
alongside defending and expanding labor’s power in a
variety of the cities and school districts. Following the
accelerated development of new digital methods of
campaigning during Covid and the return of more
traditional methods such as canvassing, the arms race
for advanced field operations continues, and we will
be the best at reaching workers and the broader voting
public. We encourage all affiliates to participate in the
upcoming candidate interviews, the updates on
General Election strategy at our United Workers for
Local Government (UWLG) meetings, and to be a
part of the field operations in August through
November. The opportunity for us to defend and
advance worker power is here and now, and we look
forward to seeing all of you on the frontlines.

 
Glenn Loveall

Special Projects Coordinator
Napa/Solano CLC
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Support for unions is back, and the public is the most interested it’s been in workers
rights in decades. Following more than 40 years of stagnating wages and diminishing
unionization rates, supermajorities of the public now support unions, with new
organizing and strike actions across the board. As the gap between the wealthy and
everyone else has reached heights not seen since before the Great Depression,
workers everywhere are ready to fight back and stand up for their rights. From
Google to Amazon, and from Starbucks to non-profits and the staff of Congress
itself, the once unimaginable is now possible.

This increase in public interest and worker actions is an historic opportunity for our
movement. Fundamentally, our broader society shares the many values of labor,
from supporting middle-class jobs to protecting workers rights to organize and our
advocacy for economic justice and basis fairness. While public perception is often
broadly positive for us, it can be endangered in times of recession and anti-worker
political reactions. Nonetheless, the broadly shared public support for us is pervasive
and seen across income and education levels, as well across racial groups (See the
chart above).

Public support is crucial in many ways, including voter support for our public
policies and candidates and for community solidarity and pressure to assist union
organizing efforts. These public opinion trends also reveal a potential weakness that
we must look out for- the presence of ambiguous views about our impact on the
broader workforce and our society as a whole. While we often enjoy more support
than not in this department, public education is critical. Higher unionization rates
result in better wage and working conditions for all workers. Ultimately, our
movement works to improve the lives of workers alongside advancing broader
policies that are beneficial to the public and the working and middle classes alike,
such as expanded access to education, infrastructure, health care, and civil rights
protections from discrimination. When push comes to shove, we will not leave our
communities and we will always fight for a better path for workers and the societies
in which we live.  
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and Support for Unions 

Source: news.gallup.com/poll/354455/approval-labor-unions-highest-point-1965.aspx
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After working for a series of political
campaigns and on staff for Congressman
John Garamendi, I joined the labor
movement by becoming the Political
Coordinator for the Iron Workers Union
Local 378. In that capacity, I worked with
this labor council and neighboring parts of
the labor movement across the East and
North Bay Areas on elections, worker
solidarity actions, member education,
coalitions, and public policy advocacy. I
learned a lot from the leaders and rank-and-
file members of the Iron Workers as well as
the many unions and labor council fighting to
good fight here. Earlier this year, I
transitioned to serving this labor council and
the broader local labor movement, building
upon our on-going strategies to advance
worker power everywhere.

Ever since my time in college, I’ve sought to
work in some way for the betterment of our
society. The place that I found to do this is in
the labor movement, where it has always
been my honor to serve workers and
collaborate with fellow unions. Coming of
age in the Great Recession and seeing all the
crises that we have endured in recent years, I
have committed myself to this objective- to
employ all possible strategies and alliances to
rebuild the labor movement and
fundamentally reform our economy, society,
and democracy to truly work for all of us.
This is what I am committed to do with each
and everyone one of you, and it is always my
honor to learn and serve alongside you as
fellow labor and community activists. I look
forward to everything we will build together!

 
Glenn Loveall

Special Projects Coordinator
Napa-Solano Central Labor Council

(AFL-CIO) 
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Member Spotlight – Glenn
Loveall, Napa-Solano Central
Labor Council 

My name is Glenn Loveall, and some of you
already know me as the Special Projects
Coordinator for the Napa-Solano Central
Labor Council (AFL-CIO). 

I grew up in Fairfield and throughout much
of Solano County, attending K-12 in the
Fairfield-Suisun Unified School District
before going on to graduate from UC Davis
(BA, Political Science, History) and then UC
Riverside (Master’s Degree- Political
Science). Throughout my childhood, my
family showed me the importance of public
service and supporting workers’ rights. My
parents were both public sector employees,
and my grandparents had always been
deeply involved in the community. My Mom
was a teacher and union member (F-SUTA)
throughout her career. Following the
guidance of my family and education, I first
became involved in politics 10 years ago,
seeking to make a difference in the time of
the recession and hardship for our local
communities.
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